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1. NAME

The name of the Association shall be “The Western Australian Association of Teachers of Italian”.

2. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Association shall be to:

(a) further the study and teaching of the Italian language and culture in schools at all levels, universities and other institutions of learning, both as the language and culture of Italy and as one of the community languages and cultures of Australia;

(b) encourage cultural exchange among all nations and in particular between Australia and Italy;

(c) uphold, protect and represent the professional interests of members and

(d) support and affiliate with other organisations with similar objectives.

3. POWERS

To do all such acts, deeds, matters and things and to enter into and make such arguments as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the objectives of the Association or any of them.

4. AFFILIATIONS

The Association shall be non-denominational and non-sectarian and shall not be affiliated with any political party.

5. MEMBERSHIP


(a)
Full membership shall be open to teachers and persons active in the teaching of the 


Italian language and culture.


(b)
Associate Membership shall be open to persons or groups of persons interested in 

the advancement of the Italian language and culture.


(c)
Only full members shall have voting rights.


(d)
The procedure for membership shall be determined from time to time by the 


Executive Committee.


(e)
Each member shall pay a joining fee and an Annual Subscription Fee as determined 

at an Annual General Meeting or Special Meeting.

6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The general business of the Association shall be conducted by an Executive Committee consisting of:
6.1 a president;

6.2 a president elect;

6.3 a vice-president;

6.4 a secretary;

6.5 a treasurer;

6.6 an Exchange Coordinator (in collaboration with AFS/Intercultura).
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And a committee of
6.7 up to seven (7) elected committee members, roles to be established within committee.
6.8 the immediate past president, for the first year after retiring from office and provided that the past president remains a financial member of the Association.

Members of the Executive Committee shall hold office for one year and shall be eligible for re-election, with the proviso that the President shall not hold office for more than four consecutive years. Members of the Executive Committee shall be Full Members and shall have been financial members for not less than six calendar months preceding the election. The President will have served on the Executive Committee for two years.
7. ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


(a)
The election of the Executive Committee members shall take place at an Annual 


General Meeting.
7.1
all positions except the President Elect shall be elected annually.
7.2
the nominated President Elect, will be elected biennially and will have had at least two years’ experience on the committee within the past 5 years.

7.3
If the President Elect retires before an election the Vice President will step up into that position until the following AGM.


(b)
Notice of the Annual General Meeting or of an Extraordinary General Meeting shall 

be given in writing to members at least fifteen days before the date of such meeting.
8. POWERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


(a)
The Executive Committee shall control and manage the Association subject to 


these 
rules


(b)
The Executive Committee shall have the power to coopt members of the Association 

as non-voting members of the Executive Committee.

9. VACANCIES IN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy created in the Committee by resignation or withdrawal of any of its members by co opting any full member of the Association to serve on the Committee until the next Annual General Meeting. 
10. QUORUM


(a)
A quarter of the full members of the Association shall form a quorum at any General 

Meeting of the Association. 

(b)
Five voting members shall form a quorum at any meeting of the Executive 



Committee.

11. MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE

The Executive Committee shall, unless otherwise determined, meet monthly.
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12. MEETINGS

Meetings shall be held as follows:


(a)
Annual General Meetings shall be held in the month of February or March each year 

for the following purposes:

1. receive the President’s and Treasurer’s reports;

2. elect the members of the executive Committee;

3. transact any other business of which due notice has been given.

(b) General Meetings shall be held as determined by the Executive Committee from time to time.

(c) The Executive Committee shall convene extraordinary General Meetings upon receiving a written requisition from a quarter of full members of the Association. The requisition shall state the purpose for which the meeting is required.

13. FINANCE

The financial year shall run from 1st of January to the 31st December

(a) All monies of the association shall be paid into the account of the Association at such bank as the executive Committee may from time to time direct.

(b) The Association’s bank account shall be so styled at to require the signatures of any two of the [persons for the time being occupying the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Exchange Student Co-Coordinator.

(c) All books of account and bank books shall be kept in the safe custody of the Treasurer.

14. COMMON SEAL

The Common Seal of the Association shall be kept in the safe custody of the Secretary. With the authority of a resolution of the Executive Committee such seal shall be affixed to any writing by one of the persons for the time being occupying the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Exchange Student Co-Coordinator, and every writing to which the seal has been affixed shall be countersigned by any two of such persons.
15. (1) ALTERATION OF THE CONSTITUTION

No part of the Constitution shall be repealed or altered and no addition shall be made thereto save by a special resolution as defined by section 24 (1) of the associations Incorporated Act WA (1987).The Association may alter or rescind these rules, or make rules additional to these rules, in accordance with the procedure set out in sections 17, 18 and 19 of the Act, which is as follows;

a) Subject to sub-rule 1(d) and 1(e), the Association may alter its rules by special resolution but not otherwise;

b) Within one month of the passing of a special resolution altering its rules, or such further time as the Commissioner may in a particular case allow (on written application by the Association) , the Association must lodge with the Commissioner notice of the special resolution setting out particulars of the alteration together with a certificate given by a member of the Committee certifying that the resolution was duly passed as a special 
resolution and that the rules of the Association as so altered conform to the requirements of this Act.
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c) An alteration of the rules of the Association does not take effect until sub-rule 1(b) is complied with;

d) An alteration of the rules of the Association having effect to change the name of the association does not take effect until sub-rules 1(a) to 1(c) are complied with and the approval of the Commissioner is given to the change of name;

e) An alteration of the rules of the Association having effect to alter the objects or purposes of the association does not take effect until sub-rules 1(a) to 1(c) are complied with and the approval of the Commissioner is given to the alteration of the objects or purposes. 

(2) These rules bind every member and the Association to the same extent as if every member and the Association had signed and sealed these rules and had agreed to be bound by all their provisions. 
16. DISSOLUTION

If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Association there remains after satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities any property whatsoever, the same must not be paid to or distributed among members, or former members. The surplus property must be given or transferred to another association incorporated under the Act which has similar objects and which is not carried out for the purposes of profit and gain to its individual members, and which association shall be determined by resolution of the members.

17. NON PROFIT ASSOCIATION

The income and property of the Association whencesoever derived shall be applied solely towards the promotion of its objectives as set forth in this Constitution and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred directly or indirectly by way of dividend bonus but nothing herein shall prevent the payment in good faith or remuneration to any officer or servant of the Association for services actually rendered to the Association. 

18. AUDIT


(a)
The accounts of the Association shall be audited annually.


(b)
An auditor registered as an auditor under the law of the State of Western Australia 

shall be appointed at each Annual General Meeting to hold office until the next 


Annual General Meeting. 


(c)
The remuneration of the auditors of the Association shall be fixed by the Executive 

Committee.

I certify this document to be a true and correct copy of the original Constitution of the Association.

President ________________________________________________ Date ________________

Print Name _______________________________________________

Vice President ____________________________________________ Date ________________

Print Name _______________________________________________
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